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Safety in Mines.

Tur Roval Commission on Safety o Cosl Mines
held & resumed siiting at Montagn Hoose, Whitehall,
on Monday kast, March Sth, under the presidency of
Lord Bockley, the chairman, Further evidence to
that reported in a Journal note last week was given
by Mr. J. R. Felton, Divisional Inspector of Mines
for the North Midlands, and by Mr. H. J. Humphrya,
Divisional Inspector of Mines for Yorkshire, Mr.
Felton pointed out that about 45 per eent. of all
undergronnd  aceidents wers deemed to have been
preventable. The percontage for falls was 31 per
cont. and for haulage 68 per cent. On the surface
45 per cent. of the scoidents wore preventable.  The
great majority of those aceidents were not dve to
breach of regulations, but to lack of reasonable care
arel normal Fll:d:llll:iﬂlt!. i bl thist H-I'I.{IH!.:.'
officers might be appointed, particularly i the leger
colliorice, He attached great importance to ssfedy
elasses for boyve. He wis not sure that it would be
acdvisable to make atteondance at such elasses & con-
dition of ompleymeont, but it should be compulsory
to provide famlities for every bay at every colliery
o attend such classes. In his evidence Mr. H. J.
Humphrys pointed out that over 80 per cent. of the
mimers in Yorkshire worked in mines where danger
from fire-damp was possible, and many of the mines,
especially in the Doncaster district, were also liahle
o taneoas  combustion.  The casualties from
aecidents in the Yorkahire division over the ten.vear
poriod 19251035 totalled 6743 Seventy-five per
cont, were aecidents due to falls ot groond aod haalage
aecklents.  Dealing with orgmnisstion and msnesge-
ment geneeally, Me. Humphrye said it was suggested
that, except in amall mines, no person should bhe
u]JPui:ll'H'l to a Tlmﬁtim: whire exeoutive eontral
of the mine was exercised unless he was the holder
of m first-clase certificate. The bholding of dusl
positions such a: agent and manager was not desir
able. He was in favour of (e twnpl‘.l]m.u'y appont -
memt of under-managers of large mines and officisls
with first ol second-class eertificates in charge of
large shiftes.

Obsolescence and Income Tax.

I a letter on nations] oxpenditure and texation
mibdlressed to the Chaneellor of the Exchequor hy
the Association of DBritish Chambers of Commeres,
aritivism is made of 1the methods at present in foree
for the wvaluation of machinery for income tax.
The letter states that the Association is more firmly
comrvinesd than ever as o the necessity and urgency
of some alterstion in the provisions of the nmcome
tax Acts relating to obsoloscence, Hefore the war
obsolescenee was not so important & fector as it Lhas
bercome in resent years ; in fect, it s not too moch
to sy that frequently obsolescencs 18 now & mors
i'um'ru.nt ponslerstion  than wear amd tear n
arriving st profits, Obsolescence B & factor which
mu=t  be taken into account in caloulating  eost
throughont the perod during which plant, machinery,
fo., may be in use, and m il opinion of the Associa-
taon, to husve rogard o it anly when plant or machinery
i serapped or disposed of is opposed toe sowmd com.
mercial and accounting principles. The income tax
Acta provide an anpual allowance only for wear and
tear amd take no account of the ohsolescomes factor
until plant and machinery is dismantlad and disposed
of, sl then only if it is replacsed. The Association
therefore suggests that in place of an allowance
merely in respect of “° wear and tear © thers should
be given an allowance in respect of ' deprecistion,”
it being understood that this * depreciation ™ allow.
anee 15 to cover olsoleecence ax well as wosr and
toar. Whon the allowaneea hove reduced the cost
of the plant or machinery to serap value, no further
allowanees would be given, amd to protect the
revemue it may he provided that in the event of plant
or machinery being disposed of st o price in cxcess
of the written down valie, such excess shoukl be
taken to eredit of profit and Joss aceount.

Telephone Trunk Calls.

Ix reply to n question in the House of Comneoms
o Monday, March b, the Postmaster-General,
Mujor Tryon, sonounced that from May 1st the
maximum charge for a three minutes trunk telephone
vall hetween any two places on the mamland of Great
Britnin will be 25, Gl between 5§ auan. and 7 ER L
angd ls. st other times.  This s the chief feature of
the revision of the telephone trunk terifl which
alzo provides for seduced daytime charges for calls
now costing 2. Gd. or Jess.  The proposals will
imvolvie the Post Office in s los= of revenue of £800, (W)
in the first full year, but it is believed that ss in the
e of the reductions made in 1934, the reduced
i i wWill resalt in nn inereased wse of the h:n]l.-.th::.
After the first three minutes, calls beyvond 35 miles
will still be chargeable in periods of one minute at
one-third of the threeommute rates.  The rates
for fixed tune calls and contract calls will be redueed
in proportion to those for ordinery calls. Later in

the day Major Tryon snnouneed ihst  technoeal
prograss 5 gradually extenling the distanee up to
whivh subseribera on an  satomostic exchange can
ohtain their own connections by dialling, the shargses
being reconded by asuatomatic spparstus.  The subo-
yivkic n.:,'wtnm, b 1-xr:-‘|ni.|11||:|.. ia hq'ing extoncled angd
equipped to cater for the completion of calls up 1o
16 muilea without the intervention of s oparator,
and to facilitate that prooess the Post Offies s
aljusting, to uniform levels, those charges for local
calls which, wneder thi prosent taral®, Wiy u-ui:u-n!ing
to the time of day. Ancther interesting announss-
mant wos that some time this sammer it is hoped te
introduce in most parts of the country an automatie
gignal, something like the BB.C, time signal, which,
twolve scoonds bofore the expiry of each theee.
mimnte period, will warn eallers that their time i=
'|;|.1}||.'r'|:.-' up. Tt will b orvore Aceurats in Ti.“‘liﬂ.l{ than
any humanly operated devies pan be, and subseribers
will not be distracted from their business, as some-
times happens, when an operator suddenly announees
“three minutes,”

The Air Estimates.

Ox Friday lnst, Mareh 6Gth, the Air Estimatos for
156 wore published.  They amount o a gross total of
43 400,000, or £14, 304,500 more than the Batimates
for last wvear, excluding the provision which was
mivile last month to cover the cost of messures arising
out of the Ttalo-Abyesininn war. The mew Estimates
do mot take into sccount the cost of the additiomal
expansion mentionsd in the White Paper on Defenes,
publizshe] lost week. which will invelve the addition
of 250 aircraft to the frst-line air defences, as this
project will not be realised until aftec the end of the
1936 finsncinl year, At the ond of that vesr the
Home Defence Foreo will amount to 154 aireraft,
with 270 frst-line machines overseas amd 220 in the
Fleet Air Arm.  Imelucded in the vobe for technieal and
wirlike stores are the soms of £5, 1855 000 l'nrunn:lplmu*u
arl of £4,525,000 for engines,.  With spares the total
umcler thi= Bead smomnt= to £14, 680,000,

British Corporation Register.

AT the anmual meeting of the HBritish Corporation
Register, held i Olasgow on Wednesday last,
March 11th, the Chairman, Mr. Rohert Clarle, refermad
to the wmproved position of the Bociety amd the
healthier condition of {1l 5-:|1.i]'|l1|.ti'|:|:i|q:;_ :inl_'l'l.m'l'.r:,'.
hoth in this country and throughoat the world, In
a review of the rate of expansion of world tonnage,
hit sadd that had the pre-war rate of incresse boen
maintaimnsd throughout and after the war period, the
bevel of world tonpage in 1930 would hove hoen
normal,  Binee then it hoad fallem and was now
practically stationary, a0 that wnless a  stesdy
merease again developsd, a revival of international
tracdde would result n & shortage of tonnage and
possible danger of 4 boom. He added that the ship-
Ping community wisa always ready to adopt improve-
menta in constmction or esquipment which woald
lead o imcredassd uufrl!_v b men, and he stressed the
vital importanes of protesting the hatchwaya and
other openings which we necessary to the working
of shipa, With the improvements in protection
elaewhere, modern ships would be almest ansnkabkls
if hateh covers could peither foat away nor be stove
mn, and every  eneoursgement was Iu*'iug gi_vr-n ti
improvements in that direction. Mr. Maurice Denny,
Chairmann of the "Technweal Commiattes, referred to
the contribuwtion which weliding had made £o modern
.nl'u']Jl:-ui.h:lill.g Iﬂ:'hniquu in Ciermany  mml  Jspsn
partiularly, although we wers not far behind in
this country in & development which would wlti-
mately result in the substitution of welding for
riveting on & large scale. His Committesr bhad eon-
cluoded a long mvestigation into the factors affecting
sorrogion, and ths Hl:u:uﬂ_r'u Flusles hined boen mooslifsesd
to avoid non-uniformity in stecl for all porposes, and
to debar the uss of Fimming steel.  He hoped il
thise pegquirernents would prove as osefol as had the
-u,:[isiml.l imtroduetion of sl rlﬂ‘ﬂhll!il.‘l!l.-i for rived
atipsnl

Loss of the City of Khartonm.

THE inguest on the vietims of the wreck of the
air liner *City of Khartoum "' was resamed on
}‘Imdu._}'. Moreh %th. The evidenee of '."|1u;|l|:lr L'ooguer,
Chied Inspector of Accwlents for the Adr Ministry,
wita taken. Major Cooper had been instructed by
the Secretary of State for Air to investigate the
ncoident, but he smad that i was irni:lnu.'ihh* tin Pr\-:n':il:ll'-
the eourt with a full technieal roport, beeauss, with
the exeeption of the engines, the wreckoage bad not
yoi  baen recoverl.  Bubject Lo amendment  later
the conelusions he hoad arrived et in his investigations
were 1hat all three engimes had failed owing to the
fuel supply being exhausted,  In support of that
copelusion he referred to the sdjostment of tho
carburetters which was carned out about Deeernber
Zith, just before the “ City of Khartouwm's * last
voyage to Alexandrin and becl. The alberation of
the jet setting wonld have the effect of noreasing the
petrol consumption by at least 10 per cent. Major
Cooper summed up his  tentative conclusions as
fallows :—({1) The aircraft wies unable to maintain

her flght and complete her journey on account of

—

uhu:rt-.gn of fucl ; (2} the alteration to the sebbing
of the earburetter was unnecessary and should not
have been made; (3) s somewhst obscurs fault i
one or both the fuel gaoges was a eontributing ceuse
of the accident ; [(4) the situstion ereated by o
sudden snd complete loss of power and altitude
wis an extremely diffieult one for the pilet to eontemnd
with, snd strongly militated against the soceess of
a foread landng.

Singapore MNaval Base.

Tux compledion of the main contract of the
Aingapore navial base has bemnm officially announeed.
It has involved the conversion of a large erea of
swiamps and mbher land into a graving dock sl
initas auatable laed for the construction of the [T HE T
builidings. A railwsy has slso been constructml.  Thie
vost of the work is given as £4,000,000, According
to an explanatory statement accompanying the Navy
Estimates for 1935, the eompletion dste for the main
contract was originslly Boptember 28th, 1935, while the
grivving dock wiss 10 he ready for use in September, 1937,
The final completion of thé base was to b resclhed
towarids the end of the finaneial year 1939, Tt wll be
recalled that the estimated cost of the neval and sir
hase at Bingapore was given as £11,000,0600 in 1023
The naval works wers estimated at £7, 70800000 when
completed, and the contract was plaoed by the
.-'i.n:lrn'irnh!"l.r m 1928 The Strwits Settlements Govern-
ment contributed to the costs of the umlertaking
and presonted a site of 3 acres. The central
grivving dock, which is 130t wide and 1000ft. long,
was completed last year. Leading to it & gusy
2200t long has now bean built.  The hase is
s part of the Impenal defence system for the Pacific,
ms 1t will enable the Fleet to operate sast of Soesx
without being reguired to make the long journey to
Malts when in neod of repairs or overhaul.

A New Zeppelin.

Tur new Cerman Zeppolin * Hindenburg © made
her first trial flight on Wednesday, March 44h,
over Lake Constance and the oeighbouring region.
She wis brought out of her shed shortly afier 3 pom.
by & landing crew of 200 men. A light cast wind was
blowing at the time, On clearing the shed the water
hallast was ran out and the vessel gquickly rose to
Aiift,, where her w:s;inm wore started. Dy, Eokner
acted as pilot, while Capétsin Lehmann, former pilot
of the ** Craf Zeppelin ' and fotore pilot of the new
nirship, was on board.  After a flight of just over thres
hoars she lanchesd. During the flight oamerous tesis
of her stooring and elevating gear were made and the
new * braking " system was tried. The resulis were
sufficicntly satisfastory to allow the official Air
Mimistry truls to take place on the following dsy,
Thursday, March Sth,  On the second flight she took
off in the morning and after further control tests,
lnsting an howr or two, & trip was made over Munich
pnid back, and later over Augsburg, Further tosts
then took ples over the lake. The airship then
lamwled aiter having boen in the air for 7§ hours. The
tests were all satisfactory, It is sonounced that &
joint flight by the new airship and the * Grof
Zoppelin *' will take place, probably at the end of the
prisent manth.  Flights scheduled to take place
shortly are o ahort trial flight for testing the airalip
during the next fortoight ; the dual long-distanes:
flight lasting two days some time between March 20th
and B0th ; March 3th or April lst, madden “Trns-
pilantic fAight to Bouth Americs, which will be ihe
first flight with paying peassengers; April L15th,
second Hight to South Ameria ; amd May fith, first
flight to the United States.

MNaval Conference.

Ox Thursday of last wesk, March Sth, & mestiog
aof the Sscond Teehmnesl Sub-cormmittes of the Naval
Conference took placs, The report of the Drafting
Bub-commities wis roceived ndopted, subject 1o
minar msdifications, as part of the report which will
b made later h:.-' the Becond Sub-conmmities to the
Firet (ommmittoes. The Serond Technieal Soab-
comanittos was seb up on Joousry 3lst to consider
qualitative Lmitationa, but its mectings hove heen
sugpended zines February L0th ilispuiaainms
between delegates on the limits to be adopted for
capital ships. The mport of the Drafting Sub-
comimdites embasdies the gqualitative limits 1o b
adopted for ameraft carrers, orusers, and sub-
marines, Discussion took place on the subject of the
Franco-American compromise as to the limits to bo
i for capital ehips, whereby gone are to be
rechpeed to Léin,, while the hmit of displacensent is 1o
remain ot 35,000 tons on the understanding that the
subject will he re-examined in the next fonr vears.
The “ gap ™ of no construction was also discussed.
It s propesed to profubat the construstion of any
vessel of tonnage between the high limit fixed for
erusers aml some substantially higher fGgure, such
ns 20,0000 toms, which would thus become the low
limit for copitsl ships. Without some such provision
the gqualitative limits alroady agreod upon for oruisers
wimilil b meffeotmre, since in the abasenes of TS
titative limits there would be nothing to provent any
Power building cruisers of tonnage excesding the
agreed limits by the simple expedient of ealling them
capital ships.



