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Goodyear Blimp NT project manager Jared 
Harden installs power system lightning 
protection on the first of its new-design 
airships, at the Goodyear Wingfoot Lake 

blimp hangar. 

Goodyear public relations manager 
Edward Ogden talks about the Goodyear 

Blimp NT, the first of its new-design 
airships, at the Goodyear Wingfoot Lake 

blimp hangar.  

The fins of the Goodyear Blimp NT, the 
first of its new-design airships, at the 

Goodyear Wingfoot Lake blimp hangar. 
The partially covered hull can be seen in 

the background.  

Videographer Haley Pickard of Beacon 
Productions, films b-roll footage for a History 
Channel piece on the Goodyear Blimp NT, the 
first of its new-design airships, at the 
Goodyear Wingfoot Lake blimp hangar.  

Akron Beacon Journal 
photos by Phil Masturzo 



The zeppelin features these triangular trusses, 
made from lightweight composite materials, 

that help maintain its structure. 

CNET.com photos 
by Phil Masturzo 

A look at the underside of the frame of the 
new Goodyear blimp, which is being built in 
conjunction with personnel from Germany's 

Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik, which designed it.  

The full Goodyear zeppelin construction, as 
seen from the rear from an elevated platform 
at the tire giant's Akron, Ohio, airship hangar. 

A look at the rear end of the frame of the 
next-generation Goodyear blimp, which is a 

zeppelin NT designed by Zeppelin 
Luftschifftechnik (ZLT). The new airship is 

being built jointly by Goodyear and ZLT 
personnel inside Goodyear's 800-foot-long 
Wingfoot Lake hangar. Unlike a traditional 

blimp, which is essentially just a giant 
inflated bag, a zeppelin has a rigid frame. 



CNET.com photos 
by Phil Masturzo 

Construction of the first new blimp is well 
under way, with the ship's frame already put 
together and its skin slowly being stretched 

out over its full length. 

Because the zeppelin has a rigid frame, it's built by 
first constructing the frame and then stretching the 
skin over it. A blimp, instead, is made by starting 

with the skin on the ground and slowly inflating it. 

These weights are being used to hold down 
the ropes that are holding up the skin as it is 

slowly and methodically pulled over the 
zeppelin's rigid frame. 

Though it appears that the yellow frame is the 
zeppelin's bottom, it is only its middle. The fabric 
seen underneath the frame will be pulled all the 

way to the airship's far (rear) end. Once fully 
enclosed, the zeppelin will be inflated using 

helium, which will raise the frame off the floor 



CNET.com photos 
by Phil Masturzo 

A look at Goodyear's new blimp, being built inside its Akron, Ohio hangar. The tire giant is 
switching from traditional blimps to zeppelins, which are longer, faster, quieter, and can hover 

over events instead of having to circle around them. 

Though Goodyear's new zeppelins 
will be the world's largest airships, 

they're dwarfed by the size of the tire 
giant's hangar outside Akron, Ohio. 

The three fins for the new Goodyear blimp 
sit on the floor alongside the airship. 



The Plain Dealer 
photos by Marvin Fong 

(no captions) 
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