PLUNGED INTO THE OCEAN

FATE OF 1THE AIRSHIP AND
17S NAV1IGATUR. |
THE GREAT BALLOON IS SEEN OU?T

AT SEA BY A PILOT BOAT MINUS
ITS CAR—NO TRACE OF HOGAN.

News was brought to this oity yesterday that
tends strongly to prove that Inventor Peter
Campbell’s airship Ameriea, which made an
ascension and trial trip from Brooklyn on
Tuesday last, has been lost, together with iis
navigator, Prof. Edward D. Hogan of Jackson,
Mich.

About noon on Tuesday last the ascension
was made from the grounds of the Nassau Gas
Company’s Works, on Morton-street. Firfteen
thousand and twenty-seven feet of coal gas haa
been put into the great silken bag, Prof. Hogan
gotinto the car, and an instant aiter being re-
leased, under the impulse of a breath of air,
the machine shot up 1,000 feet into space. A
gentle breeze carried it in the direction of
Coney Island. .As its pavigaior wisked ta
travel in the oppoasite dircction he did his best
to make tho steering apparatus accomplish its
purpose; but his efiorts were im valn,
and the airship was at the meroy of
the wind. The lower propellor, & thin sheet-
iron wheel, 8 fest in diameter, underneath
the car, dropped to the grouud in Hooper-street.
1ne balloon by this vime was out of the sight of

those who had seen it start and float seaward.
Since that time a score of siories converning it,
or some other balloon that looked like it, have
been circulated. They have lacked coufirma-
tion, however. The first, and appareuntly con-
clusive, news as to the America’s end was
brought yesterday by Capt. Joiin Phelan of the
Sandy Hook pilot boat Caprice, now on the
station. Capt. Phelan came in on the bark Belt
and tells the foliowing story:

*“ AL 5:30 o’clock on the afternoon of Tuesday
last the lookout reporited two schooners and a
strange-looking object on the sousheast hori-
zon. It was somewhatv hazy and I should say
they were about ten miles off We were abous
one hundred and thirty-ive miles sonth-south-
ecast of Sandy Hook, in longitude 71° 30/, lati-
tude 39° 56'. A stid breeze was bLlowing ftrotu
the north-northwest. Owpe of the achooners was
to leeward ot the stranger, bearing northwarag,
and the other was bearing east-southeast. With
glasses we made out the strange-looking object,
which reflected the setting sun’'s rays like
a great golden bull, to be 4 balloon, travel-
ing rapidly wish tbe wind, apparently dragging
after it some hcavy object. What this otject
was Wa cou!d not inake vut; but believing it to
Lbe the car of the balloon and fearing thatits
navigator might be in danger, wo c¢rowded on
all sall and fairly Hew toward it. The breezue
sent the balioon aluong ut a rapid rate. The
gas-fliled bag bellied into all conceivable shapes,
butg its general ouiline appeavred 1o ve like thas
of an egez. By 7 o'cluck, after an heur and a
half chase, we had appreached to within three-
quarters of amiie of 1t and could plawly seo
the ropes whieh held it down, yet could not see
any car, and it the car was holding it down it
must huve boen subwperged: Suddenly the bal-
loon parted from whatever it had been dragging
through the water ‘and siiot up into the auu.
Aiter waboling for a time it lust its egg-like
stiape, and turning appeared to be periectly
oval. The gus wmust have been escapiny, for tho
silk sanlk and bellied under the pressure of the
wind., It rose to a great heizhe, traveling 1n a
southerly direction, and then, seemiug to steiko
anothey currens of air, 118 course changred to
soutllexast and it rapidiy disappeared frou: view.
If 1t had continued on the course It was going
when we last 8aw it, it would nave passed over
Bermuda as the first land.

‘* Weo sailed over the 8pot where the balloon
had left the water. There was no sign of a oar
nor any floating objevis o give evidence that
one had sank. If Pretf. Hogan was clinging to
the car or the ropes ol the balloon wiaen wo
saw her rise, then he was almoust certainly
drowned. Assistance could noi have beep ren-
dered by the sehooner bound northward. The
southeast-bound schicouner may possibly have
been able to do something.” ,

‘Hope tor the America mijght be eutertainea
from the fact thav Capl. Phelan says the bal-
loon c¢hased by the Caprice was egg-shiaped,
woere it nob for the fact that he further says,
that after beiny releuscd from tlhie objeCt it was
dragging through the waterit bocame oval. Tue
bug ol the America wis oval, aud the statement
of the Captain would indicate that a derange-
ment of the rigeingr caused the palloon to as-
sume the egg-like form. ¥From the Caprice it
couid not be seen that the car was what wad
holding the great bay down 10 ihe surface; buc
that 1t was ihe car, or somethingeg of equal
welght, secius 1o be oviienced Ly the fact that
when released 1t so rapidly arose and disap-
peared.

Inventor Campbell, though loathe to do
80, is now forecead to adiaiv thatv it looks as
though his air ship and its navigator had per-
ished. The suspense has evidentiy worried
him greatly. Said he: * The weigrht of the car
portion of the ship is nearly eight huudrea
vounds, aud 1t was so0 rigged. that it would be
impoasible tor it to capsize or become disvlaced
or detached. As the only otject of the ascent
was to prove that uite ship could be stesred in
midair, I ocannot understand why bhe did not
descend as soon as the under propelier fell ofl.
The propellerr probably was ot properly se-
eured. 7The ship wias nos buily aceerding to
directions, and did not meot Iy expcctations.
When the under propeller fell off' Hogau stild
bad a weans of descent in the escape-valve
rope. If the ship and Prof. Hogan are lust, the
only reason I can assign for it is that the valva
rope broke, Then he would have been helpless,
for he never conld have resched the vaive by
¢climbing the rigging.”

Prof. Hogan wmay have been asphyxiated,
and while helplesss in the car the Awmerica
could have gone to destruction at it8 own
sweet will. The escape valve was directly over
the car, according to Inventor Campbell’s own
statement. Theroe was undounbtealy more or
less gas eseaping all the timo as the air ship
arose. If the valve failed to work, or the valva
rope broke, thls escaping ccal gas, after the
ballon had reached a suflicient attitude, wonla
instead of rising have descenaed cdirectly upon
the unfortunate navigator. In such evuent the
aeronaut would soon -have been rendereil une
conscieaus and deathh would have follower, in-
ventor Campbell 1s satisfied that his siup did
nov Zo to pleces 1n midair, ag some reports
would indicate. It either became umwmanage-
able, through vhe loss of both mmeans of desvent
or else Prof. Howan lost consciousness froin
escaping gas. The inventor is forced to adimist
that either of these causes was probable. His
only remaining hopo isthat the wrecked balloon
sightea by the Caprice was not the Ameriog,
and the thread on which that hope hangs i3 ex-
tremely slender, as the season for country tair
ascensions has not yet cowme and noother ascen-
sions are reported.

Prof. Hogan was one of the best known and
most daring aeronauts in this couuntry. His
birthplace was in Canada, but his lhiome since
childhood had been in Jackson, Mich., where
his wife now livea. His brother, Wlilliam Hogan,
is also an aeronaut of considerable renown.
Hogan was forty-nine years old, but did not look
it, nordid he appear to weigh 171 pounds, a8 he
did. Since he was eighteen years of age he
hud been making balloon ascensions and para-
chute jumps. rFor twoenty-eight years he had
made asronatttics his sole business and had
made over two hundred ascents and 38 muny
mmore parachute jumps. He was courageous
to & daring degree. He never drank
nor smoked, and his nerves were as steady and
strong as steel. He came to New-York under
contract® with Inventor Campbell to navigats
the America on the trip which was attemptod
from the Manhattan Athletic Club grounds on
the 19th of last month. Thattrial was afailure,
owing to leakage of gas. Hogan was 1o mucl
pleased with the air ship that he deerided tg
try it with ocoal gas, and waited until Tuesday
last to Ao so.

A dispatch from Providence, R. L., yesterdas
stated that on Tuesday evening a big ballecon
was seen by some people as it passed over the
city. It was thought that it might be Camp-
bell’s air ship, but that seems impossible, 88 16
have reached Providence or any point on the
Connecticut or Rhode Island coast it must have
traveled againgt the wind, which was blowing
from the north. The dispatch simply gave the
bare statement, with no confirmatory details.
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